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March 2013              Inclusion Philosophy

· Inclusion is essential for appropriate development and education of all children resulting in better outcomes.
· Inclusion needs to be planned to be fully successful in creating frequent, positive social integration.

· Inclusion helps typically developing children develop realistic attitudes about children with disabilities, become sensitive to their needs and learn to appreciate individual differences at a young age.

· Inclusion offers many opportunities for maintenance of skill learning through the use of skills in daily activities.

Beliefs about inclusion and staff:

· Staff need to believe that they can learn best practices and work toward a common vision of serving all children

· Staff need to be willing to make individual as well as group commitments to work together as a team to provide good integrated practices

Beliefs related to children: 

· All children can learn

· All children deserve the opportunity  to be educated with other children their age

· All children can participate in integrated early care programs if they are given the appropriate supports 

· Research shows that inclusion is mutually beneficial to students with and without disabilities as both show academic progress due to the use of differentiated instructional techniques.

