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Dear Ms. Wentworth,

The following coments are being presented on behalf of the NJ MAP to Inclusive Child Care Team.

For VOLUME 48, ISSUE 19, ISSUE DATE: OCTOBER 3, 2016

RULE PROPOSALS         Proposed Readoption with Amendments: N.J.A.C. 10:126

Proposed Repeal and New Rule: N.J.A.C. 10:126-6.13

Comments:

We are pleased to see:

The inclusion of  a definition of “Developmentally Appropriate”,

Addition of care plan implementation for children with special needs

and emergency and natural disaster response and planning

to the training topics.

Recommendations:
Include the term disabilities as well as special needs i.e. “disabilities and other special needs.”

Include a definition of special needs

for example:

“Special needs means any disability (as defined in ADA), condition or behavior              that requires additional assistance or consideration above that of a typically developing child,”or 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration, Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB) defines children with special health care needs (CSHCN) as:

"...those who have or are at increased risk for a chronic physical, developmental, behavioral, or emotional condition and who also require health and related services of a type or amount beyond that required by children generally."

source: Pediatrics. 1998 Jul;102(1 Pt 1):137-40. 
A new definition of children with special health care needs. 
McPherson M1, Arango P, Fox H, Lauver C, McManus M, Newacheck PW, Perrin JM, Shonkoff JP, Strickland B.

Use “developmentally appropriate” rather than  “age-appropriate” in training topics #5 - infant feeding for clarity and consistency.  The department uses the term “developmentally appropriate” in the summary of the proposed changes. 

The Department is proposing to add the words "an overview" to the description of pre-service training in N.J.A.C. 10:126-4.2(b) because providers requested that the acceptability of providing such an overview was permissible. The Department proposes to amend N.J.A.C. 10:126-4.2(b)5 to include in the pre-service training curriculum "developmentally appropriate feeding practices." The intent of the existing nutrition training requirement is to ensure that child care providers are prepared to feed children in their care; the increased specificity on this requirement will ensure that the training covers not just nutrition, but nutrition and appropriate feeding practices tailored to the specific populations being served.

To conform to changes in N.J.A.C. 10:126-6.12 and to improve clarity, the Department proposes at N.J.A.C. 10:126-4.2(b)6 to specify that training should be on "developmentally appropriate" program activities.

The Department also proposes new N.J.A.C. 10:126-6.12(b)ii to require that infants have developmentally appropriate outdoor activities on a daily basis, weather permitting. The Department considers this a clarification, as other children in care are already required to be afforded daily outdoor time.

The definition of "developmentally appropriate" includes consideration of the child’s age. 

(b) The sponsoring organization shall ensure that the pre-service training includes an overview and information regarding, but is not limited to, the following subjects:

Remove information in the Summary that contradicts the terms “required” and “ensure that the training includes….”

The Department is proposing to add a number of new training requirements at N.J.A.C. 10:126-4.2(b)12, 14, 15, 16, 19, and 20. These include prevention and response to emergencies due to food and allergic reactions, care plan implementation for children with special needs, prevention and control of infectious diseases, building a physical premises safety, emergency and natural disaster response and planning, and precautions when transporting children. Remove:

Though these trainings are part of a non-exhaustive list of components that may be included in pre-service training, and are, therefore, not required for all providers, the Department hopes that their inclusion in the list will encourage regulated sponsoring organizations to include them in their pre-service training. 
 Additional suggestions:
The comments below are for consideration by the department in their policy making and practices.We have not reviewed all existing materials; therefore, some of these may already be in practice.

Page  17 - Current training topic list
“§ 10:126-3.4 Staff training
2. Ensure that staff, as appropriate, are trained in:

i. Recognizing and reporting child abuse/neglect…”  including the elimination of the use of restraints, seclusion, and aversive interventions
Page 20 -  Technical assistance
“§ 10:126-4.2 Training of family child care providers
(b) The sponsoring organization shall ensure that the pre-service training includes information regarding, but is not limited to, the following subjects:

8. Recognizing and reporting child abuse and neglect;”  including the elimination of the use of restraints, seclusion, and aversive interventions

“12. Including children with special needs in the family child care home;” which must consist of true participation, not just presence, at activities.
Page 21 
“§ 10:126-6.18 Children with special needs
(a) When a provider identifies or suspects an enrolled child as having a developmental delay or disability, the provider shall inform the child's parent and contact the sponsoring organization for technical assistance in meeting the child's needs.”  Parents can be given the direct contact information for early intervention since parents can self-refer. 1-888-653-4463 

“ § 10:126-4.9 Information to parents
(b) When an enrolled child has been identified as or is suspected of having a developmental delay or disability, the sponsoring organization shall:

1. Inform the parent of the child's right to early intervention and special education services, if eligible;” here it looks like direct contact information is given to parents.  

There seems to be contradictory information and want to ensure parents get correct information.
Page 36 – Emergency preparedness
see attached .jpg of page 36 section 
“ § 10:126-6.4 Emergency preparedness
10. Procedures to address the needs of the individual children…and children with special needs…” Include bringing medication, ensuring climate control and refrigeration if needed, and durable medical equipment.

10. Preventing Sudden Infant Death Syndrome and using safe sleeping practices, as recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP);  including prevention of plagiocephaly (see http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/128/6/1236.)
19. Emergency preparedness and response planning for emergencies resulting from a natural disaster or a man-made caused event in the family child care home, as specified in N.J.A.C. 10:126-6.4; Include medications, climate control/refrigeration if needed, and durable medical equipment.
The Department is proposing to add the words "an overview" to the description of pre-service training in N.J.A.C. 10:126-4.2(b) because providers requested that the acceptability of providing such an overview was permissible. The Department proposes to amend N.J.A.C. 10:126-4.2(b)5 to include in the pre-service training curriculum "developmentally appropriate feeding practices." Include consideration of feeding/choking/swallowing issues, prescribed nutritional supplements such as food thickeners and caloric supplements, food allergies, and proper positioning. The intent of the existing nutrition training requirement is to ensure that child care providers are prepared to feed children in their care; the increased specificity on this requirement will ensure that the training covers not just nutrition, but nutrition and appropriate feeding practices tailored to the specific populations being served.

The Department is proposing to add a number of new training requirements at N.J.A.C. 10:126-4.2(b)12, 14, 15, 16, 19, and 20. These include prevention and response to emergencies due to food and allergic reactions, care plan implementation for children with special needs, prevention and control of infectious diseases, building a physical premises safety, emergency and natural disaster response and planning, and precautions when transporting children. Though these trainings are part of a non-exhaustive list of components that may be included in pre-service training, and are, therefore, not required for all providers, the Department hopes that their inclusion in the list will encourage regulated sponsoring organizations to include them in their pre-service training. 

 Each of these areas has been observed by the Department as an area where provider knowledge could be improved, particularly because advancements in these fields has been rapid. The inclusion of natural disaster planning and physical premises safety are part of the Department's ongoing effort to ensure adequate preparations are made in advance of future natural disaster events like Super Storm Sandy. Include consideration of children with special needs including environmental control, medications/refrigeration, durable medical equipment, and appropriate transportation measures.

