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Successful Inclusion happens when:

· Families and professional work together to provide learning experiences based on best practices

· Families and providers believe that inclusion is a good option for the child

· Families and providers commit to working together 

· Child care providers and afterschool programs are included in planning for children’s special services.

· State and federal legislation support inclusion through funding for professional development, dissemination of best practices and onsite support.

· Children are kept in their current placement/program once identified for special services.

Acceptable options for inclusion:

· Placement in general education classrooms with special services provided within the classroom or in a pull-out setting.

· Placement in child care settings with consultant services from public school special education team.

· Provision of early intervention therapies in family child care or center based programs. Ideally services are planned collaboratively with the child’s teacher and delivered through the daily activities in the regular classroom setting. If not, services should be provided in view of child care staff for liability purposes. 

Recommend:

· That information about early intervention and preschoolers’ with disabilities services, resources for serving children with special needs in child care and afterschool programs, and screening of children for possible delays and disabilities be included in all state approved child care trainings. A set of materials should be made available online to be accessible by all NJPINJ approved trainers.

· Appointment of representatives of the NJICCP, the MAP to Inclusive Child Care Team, or other qualified inclusion specialist to task forces and state committees recommending policies for all children. 

· Continued – or increased – funding of the NJICCP to serve additional programs providing inclusive child care.

· Support of:

            Safe Child Care for all Children, January 4, 2013, Child Care Aware of America release:

Promoting Healthy Children: While some programs serving young children (such as Head Start, Medicaid, or State Children’s Health insurance Programs) require participating children to have early developmental screening to identify those who could benefit from early intervention, there are no universal screening requirements for children in child care. In addition, the majority of children who are not low income but may be in child care are unlikely to have a screening until elementary school – this is too late. Child Care Aware * of America recommends that children who are in child care, who are not otherwise screened as part of an existing program, should have an early developmental screening to identify those who could potentially benefit from early intervention services – particularly mental health services, which to often go unaddressed. 

